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and/or at least one other science subject.   If A level Maths 
is not taken, the student must take the Supplementary 
Maths course in the Humanities programme.

FUTURE 	 Physics is a key qualifying 
subject in short supply.   There are scarcely sufficient 
applicants to fill the available places in higher education.   
Physics degrees are suitable for both vocational and 
non-vocational students, who will not follow a career in 
Physics, but possess a level of education, analytical and 
numerical skill welcomed by a wide range of employers.  
Physics (with Maths) is a requirement for any branch of 
Engineering at university.   Geography, Economics/Business, 
Design and Technology or Art combine well with our 
Physics course as well as the standard Physics/Maths/
Chemistry combination.   

KEY SKILLS 	 Evidence will be produced for A, 
B and C.  

AS RELIGIOUS STUDIES	 EDEXCEL
	 [Philosophy & Ethics]

AS Specification

Unit One: (50% of total AS marks)

Philosophy of Religion topics will include:

A study of philosophical arguments about the existence 
of God - examining the strengths and weaknesses of the 
Design and Cosmological arguments

Ethics topics will include:

A study of ethical concepts e.g Utilitarianism and 
Situation Ethics and a study of ethical deliemmas e.g. the 
issues of war and peace

This unit is assessed by an external examination of 1 
hour and 45 minutes

Unit Two (50% of total AS marks)

This unit has an enquiry based approach on one topic 
from the study of philosophy or ethics. Topics could 
include the study of Religious Experience, a study of one 
or more philosophers of religion, Medical Ethics, The 
Natural World or Equality in the Modern World

This unit will be assessed by an external examination 
of 1 hour and 15 minutes

EXPECTATIONS 	 The language and the concepts 

involved are demanding.  Anyone electing to take this 
subject should be expected to get grade A  in English at 
GCSE.  Combines well with Languages, English, History.  

FUTURE 	 Though this course is offered to 
AS only, it supports applications in Theology, Philosophy, 
Psychology, Sociology, Anthropology.  

KEY SKILLS 	 Evidence generated for A.  

SPANISH	 AQA

SPECIFICATION	 AS Papers: Unit 1: Listening, 
Reading and Writing (35%), Unit 2: Speaking (15%);

A2 Papers: Unit 3: Listening, Reading and Writing (35%), 
Unit 4: Speaking (15%).

EXPECTATIONS 	 The course aims to build 
upon the skills developed at GCSE level and encourage 
students to communicate confidently, clearly and 
effectively in the language. Candidates will be expected 
to demonstrate sound language skills in reading, writing, 
speaking and listening over a wide range of topics 
developed within the context of Spanish and Latin 
American culture and society.  
 Those who continue the subject in A2 will undertake 
further research into literary, social and cultural topics.  
Students ought to make at least one extended visit to a 
Spanish speaking country. 

There is one speaking test and one multi-skill written 
exam at each level, including Reading, Writing and 
Listening. 

FUTURE 	 The course provides a sufficient 
basis for further study of the language to degree level. 
It is often an invaluable adjunct to careers in business, 
education and the arts. At University, Languages may 
be studied in their own right but also increasingly in 
combination with other subjects, such as History, Law 
and Business.  Languages graduates also offer employers 
various sought-after skills, such as those of communication 
and presentation, and a capacity for both analytical and 
lateral thought. They can also offer strong inter-personal 
skills. Therefore studying languages opens up career 
possibilities in a wide range of fields.

KEY SKILLS 	 Evidence can be generated for 
A.  
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SPORT & P.E.		 OCR

SPECIFICATION 	 AS Unit 1: 60% of total AS An 
Introduction to Physical Education... including: Anatomy & 
Physiology, Acquiring Movement Skills and Socio-cultural 
Studies

AS Unit 2: 40% of total AS mark  Acquiring, Developing 
and Evaluation Practical Skills in Physical Education... 
including practical performance and evaluation of practical 
performance

A2 Unit 3: 35% of A level mark. Principles and 
Concepts across Different areas of Physical Education

A2 Unit 4: 15% of A level mark  The Improvement of 
Effective Performance and Critical Evaluation of Practical 
Activities in Physical Education 

EXPECTATIONS	 Academic course with a 
theoretical basis, with practical experiments in most areas.  
The emphasis of this subject is firmly centred on written 
work, however.  Content links with Biology, Economics & 
Business, History in particular..  

FUTURE 	 Sport Science, Recreational 
Management, Social Studies.  

KEY SKILLS	 Evidence can be produced for A, 
B, and C.  
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HUMANITIES: Introduction

	 Humanities in 'A' provides opportunities to follow up interests, and for sampling possible university options, 
whilst also supplementing key skills for those whose main programme might otherwise contain a shortfall.  For scientists 
it holds the possibility of Arts courses and for Arts students there are Science based courses.    

Group X courses also aim at developing three areas - 

i)   Questioning and assessing the basis for human action and interaction, and to recognise aspects of our own psyche 
which give meaning, purpose and fulfilment - the religious and the ethical - values and beliefs.

ii)   Providing a focus on personal issues such as relationships, decision making and substance abuse.

iii)  Strengthening key skills elements, such as problem solving and critical thinking.

For students whose programmes do not permit them to make a selection from Group X, the Global Perspectives 
course [1c 0a per week] is designed to cover the first and third of these areas

Making a selection

If the AS selection covers three subjects, you must select one of the courses from Group X + at least one course 
from Group Y and/or Group Z.  It is sensible to bear in mind the overall spread of Key Skills which will be covered when 
completing this section.

 If the AS selection contains four or more subjects, select from Groups XYZ to bring the overall total towards 50+ 
periods a week.  Remember to count in music lessons, if intended.  

All students in A3 must take part in the compulsory PSE (Personal Issues)1 element of 
Group X.  Those who have not made a selection from Group X will be expected to take Global 
Perspectives2.

A four subject AS programme will normally prevent any selection of full courses from Humanities being made.The 
standard loading is approximately 50 periods per week of classes and assignments.

In these cases, the Global Perspectives course is compulsory.

Please note that

1.	 Pupils are asked to indicate preferences .  Allocations are made on the basis of preferences.  Therefore 2nd 
and  3rd choices on the application form are essential.    Selection may have to be determined by the A/AS courses 
requested by an applicant.

2.  	 Applications for these courses are made at the same time as AS courses on the application form and 
endorsed by the tutor.     

  

1 Personal Issues will occur for each  group of students in sequence during the year, 3 periods a week for four weeks.  
[This does not affect weekly total calculations].  

Discussion and work based on presentations from outside experts form the main content of this component.

2  Global Perspectives will be timetabled in groups regularly once a week.
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HUMANITIES: Course Descriptions

Key skills provision: 

	 Communication: A, Number: B, IT: C.

Compulsory Courses

Personal Issues [PSE]

A programme drawing on providers inside and outside 
the school - health, substance abuse, personal relationships, 
financial matters, decision making.  [irregular classes; does 
not affect weekly total calculations]

3.1.10 Global Perspectives 

for those unable to select from Gp X courses.

Topics drawn from current issues, with a focus on 
globalisation, international challenges, development studies. 
Basic research skills are developed. This course provides a 
starting point for a possible examined course in A2, under 
the Pre U examination option [1c 0a]

Key Skills: A, C

Optional Courses

A3 GROUP X : 3 classes + 2 assignments 
weekly.

3.1.1 Philosophy and Ethics

Our focus is on the individual and is intended to 
examine approaches to ethics which can enable the 
student formulate own ideas and ideals  and relate them 
to those of classical as well as modern thinkers.  The 
course will use instruction, discussion, reading and written 
work.  [3c +2a]

Key Skills: A

3.1.2 Law and Justice

An introduction to the legal profession and to the 
civil and criminal law of England and Wales, including 
basic principles of contract and tort law, the elements 
of criminal liability for offences against the person and 
offences of dishonesty, sentencing, career paths in law and 
issues concerning the administration of justice generally.  
Aimed both at those considering law as a profession and 
at those who are merely interested in their legal rights and 
responsibilities. [3c +2a]

Key Skills: A

A3 GROUP Y

Time allocations variable

3.2.1 Italian GCSE

The aim is to acquire a good working knowledge of 
the language.  A 2 year course leading to GCSE.  Priority 
to proven linguists and those pursuing an ‘A’ level language.  
Limited numbers taken and final decision to rest with 
Head of Languages.  [3C & 2A]  Key Skills: A

3.2.2 Mandarin

A course in the basics. Limited numbers.[2C & 1A]  
Key Skills: A

3.2.3 Supplementary Maths (Science) 

 A compulsory course for Physicists and Chemists not 
taking ‘A’ level Mathematics.   [2C & 1A ]

Key Skills: B possible

A3 GROUP Z

Courses arranged outside the formal timetable.

3.3.2 Magazine Editing

On offer to those interested in Saga, subject to 
approval of editors.  Course will include all areas of 
management, including advertising .  [2C & 2A ] Key Skills: 
A, C

3.3.3 Photography

Principles of the camera; processing; printing black 
and white photographs; dark room techniques; project 
work; studio work.  Only for those with 35mm camera 
and willingness to take photographs in their spare time.  
Limited to 6 applicants.   [1C & 1A ] Key Skills: A, C

3.3.7 Sound Recording and Production

A course covering both theoretical and practical 
aspects of sound production and recording.   The course 
will use the electronic studio in the Music School.  
(Maximum of 6 students).  [2C & 0A ] Key Skills: A, C

3.3.8 Motor Maintenance

Learn the basics of maintaining a motor vehicle in 
roadworthy and safe condition.   Limited to 10 students. 
[2C & 0A ] Key Skills: A

3.3.9 P.E.

Opportunity to use the facilities in the Sports Centre.  
[1C & 0A ]
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A2 HUMANITIES COURSES 

All pupils  take Current Affairs (2C in Group 3),  and one 

course from Group 1 OR Group 2 .  Pupils then make up 

their timetables with courses from Group 4  (approximately 

50 periods)

1.	 Courses generally run from September to May.

2.	 A 2nd and even 3rd CHOICE ON THE APPLICATION 

FORM FOR EACH COURSE IS ESSENTIAL.  Selection is on 

the basis of first come first served.

3.	 It is not possible to study more than one course from 

each of Groups 1 and 2 but Group 4 is open.

A2 GROUP 1

2.1.1 Global Perspectives

An opportunity to carry through the preliminary work 

started in A3 to a higher level. A willingness to study 

independently will be required. Ideal for those wishing to 

broaden their perspectives. 2C & 1A

2.1.2 Critical Thinking

Aimed at those who worry about whether their thought 

processes match aspirations. Examining aspects of studying 

that look beyond the curriculum constraints therefore.  2C 

& 1A 

2.1.4 Anthropology	

Introduction of themes central to Social anthropology - 

kinship, witchcraft, taboos. Anthropologists and ethnographical 

literature will be looked at. 2C & 1A 

2.1.5 The Middle East in the Modern World

 To introduce the complexities of politics and international 

relations in the Middle East today: colonialism, the Arab-Israeli 

conflict, the influence of religion and oil, why democracy has 

failed 

to emerge. Research & discussion based.  2C & 1A.

2.1.6 Worlds Apart

A look at development issues in Asia and Africa, including fair 

trade, HIV Aids, role of women. Be prepared to research and  

to be open-minded. 2C & 1A.

2.1.8 AS Politics

For those interested and did not choose it last year. 

Experimental strategy. Deals with British Politics and could 

result in an AS in June, provided the effort is supplied.. 3c&3a

A2 GROUP 2

2.2.1 Italian	

A continuation course from A3, leading to GCSE in June. No 

newcomers. 3C & 2A  1 year .

2.2.3 Senior Drama	

Historical perspective on Drama through play readings 

and discussion. Requires a disciplined approach and genuine 

interest. Some reading and practical drama techniques.   2C 

& 1A 

2.2.4 Newspaper	  

To write edit and produce a Sixth Form newspaper or 

magazine.  Only those willing to produce copy should consider 

taking this on.  You will develop skills in researching, writing, 

word processing, page layout, team working, and working to 

deadlines.  The content is (within reason) up to the editors 

- you. The aim is to produce at least one edition per month.      

2c 1a

2.2.5 PE	 Practical; an  opportunity to use the facilities. 

1C & 0A

2.2.6 Supplementary Mathematics (Chem)

(Available for those studying Group 1 OR Group 2) A 

compulsory course for A2 Chemists not taking ‘A’ level 

Mathematics. 1 year.  1C & 1A

A2 GROUP 3 

2.3.1 CURRENT AFFAIRS

 Taken by all. Outside speakers addressing major topics of 

the day. [2C ]

2.3.2 Current Affairs Discussion	

 For those not taking a Gp 1 course.[1 C]
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Humanities/Key Skills:	
 If the AS time allocation does not exceed 36 periods, you must select one of the courses from Group X + at least 

one course from Group Y and/or Group Z. It is sensible to bear in mind the overall spread of Key Skills which will 
be covered when completing this section.

 If the AS time allocation is above 36 periods, select from Groups XYZ to bring the overall total towards 50+ periods 
a week. Remember to count in music lessons, if intended. 

All students in A3 must take part in the compulsory PSE element of Group X.

A four subject AS programme will normally prevent any selection from Humanities from 
being made. In these cases, the Global Perspectives course is compulsory.

Group X [3c+1a]

		  1st choice		 -----------------------------------------------

		  2nd choice	-----------------------------------------------

		  3rd choice	-----------------------------------------------

Groups Y & Z [various c & a]	

		  1st choice		 -------------------------------------------------	

		  2nd choice	-------------------------------------------------	

		  3rd choice	-------------------------------------------------

Name					     House		 Tutor

Date of Birth				    Age at A level (17.6-18.6 is usual)

Gp Y / Z

 	 Overall total

 (50+ periods normal)

Supporting information 
required overleaf.

PRE A LEVEL COURSES

Classes are arranged in July to give some indication of the nature of 

A level work in a subject. 

Students are required to attend FIVE courses during this 

period. Write in below additional subjects where necessary 
to bring up to five.

A balanced programme with Higher Education as the main 

objective should meet the entrance requirements for the intended 

degree courses]. This may involve specified subjects at AS or A2. 

These subjects should measure knowledge and acquired skills. Key 

Skills are identified as Communication, Application of Number, 

Information Technology. They are sign posted in each AS/A2 subject. 

Through an appropriate selection from the courses offered in the 

AS/A2 options and Humanities, an overall programme, amounting 

to 50+ periods a week, should enable an effective application to be 

made to Higher Education.

Write in the subjects you intend to study. You should list 

them in order of priority, ranking the most important at the 

top. Indicate whether you intend to study a subject for one year 

[write in AS against the subject title] or for two years [write in A2 

against the subject title]. Add the time allocations up and write that 

in the total box.

Gp X

[one instrument 

= 2 periods]

CHOICES SLIP

SAMPLE VERSION

Priority			       AS or A2    Time

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

AS / A2 TOTAL TIME:

Subject Choices

SA
M

PL
E

A3 Plans 
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Application Justification : to be completed by student

A2 courses: Reasons for selection

AS Courses : Reasons for selection

HUMANITIES Courses : Reasons for selection

Likely Higher Education course / career objectives:

Other intended activities : e.g. DofE, Young Enterprise, Pioneering, etc.

Tutor's remarks

Date submitted :



2221 2221

NOTES

This booklet is published on the Bryanston website  www.bryanston.co.uk


