GOING INDEPENDENT

RICHARD JONES, Acting Head of
Bryanston School in Dorset, says small
class sizes, a focus on the individual

and the ability to instil self-belief
and confidence are just a few of the
reasons to consider an independent
school for your child

henever I'm asked what’s the single biggest
advantage of an independent school education, I
always reply, ‘individual attention.’
It’s so important that it’s the cornerstone of
our method at Bryanston. I'll come back to that
in a moment, but first, let’s consider the hard facts.

Small class sizes

Any teacher will tell you, and every study shows, that children do
better in small classes. Anyone reading this who had to manage home
schooling during lockdown will know how demanding it is to teach two
or three children. Add a zero to the number, and you've got perhaps

30 children in a class. That’s not unusual in state schools. Each child
therefore gets two minutes per hour - except they don’t, because the
least able or most disruptive soak up the time, while the ones who are
motivated and keen are often left to get on with it, with little attention

18k 38 - from the teacher.
nes ng to exceptiona S 5 p . ; . :
etie ord shoThnD fcltifeshs It’s not quite that simple, though, because what happens in smaller »

independentschoolparent.com




|
!
|




GOING INDEPENDENT

THESE ARE MODERN SEHOOLS PREQARING our

All the extras
Then there’s life outside the classroom. Many independent schools have
a huge range of outdoor activities. Sport, of course — and we can find
something for almost every child, because we know how much it matters
and that you need to offer more than just football, cricket and rugby.
Many independent schools have facilities and coaches for almost every
sport. And then there’s rock climbing, horse riding, sailing, hiking —

I can’t begin to list everything, because it includes pretty much any
outdoor activity you can imagine.

An education fit for the 21st century

Speaking of the real world - some people imagine independent schools
exist in a bubble, insulated from reality and carrying on as if it were still
1950, or 1920, or worse. Nothing could be further from the truth. These
are modern schools, preparing our children for a world where many of
the jobs they’ll do don’t yet exist. How can we live in the past when the
future is so exciting? I'm not just talking about the massive investment
in IT that all independent schools have been able to make. It’s also about
attitude - our children are imaginative, creative thinkers, confident and
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iy " i ready for whatever life brings.
G()Ing the extracurricular mile Confident. Not arrogant, not submissive. Confidence is something we
A selection of some of the clubs and activities on offer at pride ourselves on helping our children develop, and you’ll see it if you
independent schools: come and visit - charming, confident people who look you in the eye,

smile, say hello and welcome you.

* Music ¢ shooting * kayaking ¢ leadership skills ¢ Small classes, breadth of education, wide acres of outdoor space, and
community service ¢ judo ¢ yoga ¢ sport * dance  drama a culture of growing self-confidence - these are what you can expect at a
silversmithing « theatre studies ¢ rock climbing ¢ rowing ° great independent school. Plus a lot of choice - boarding, single sex, co-
singing ¢ chess ¢ the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme ed, day, weekly boarding - there’s something for every child.
debating societies ¢« CCF (combined cadet force) ¢ art All of which stems from our ability and our promise to give each child
FEEEERTEERT R e e e e i g g e e | individual attention and nurture their individual spirit. &
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