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‘This is a great opportunily
[or us to play a meaningful
part in the local commumnity

It's an important year for Bryanston School, with a new prep school on
board and an ambition to set a new standard in gender equality education.
Headmaster Mark Mortimer fills Jo Golding in on the details

ryanaton Schoo] kas o be one of the LEFT. Mark full e energy. As [ soom fod out, he has been
independent schools undergoing the Medtimer is the invigarated by the et of whole-school assemblics.
miost significant changes thas year. :fg::;:ﬁdm “Yemrerday morning at assembly, for the very fiest
The large beardang school i1 Deorser AECOVE: Bryanston tirne in 18 months, we were abde w Gl the school
lias IIlL'I'EL'\d with a local prep sehod School is located in huall. Ivwas i"'_"l:ﬂ.lil:u.'l.:ll' rerarkalile,” gays Mark.
that i Jas weorked with for many vears, enabliong o w Blandford, Dorset “1 e’ o assee that hall witlsowt eessessbering all
offer an all-through education For the fiese time i ois those tieres in the winter when D was in there with past
almost 10)=vear kastary. Consequently, the schood has acameraman. [twas cold. Avad [ was calking knowing
msore pupdls now than ever before — asd interestingly, that people were watching — well, hoping people
it am even gender split of $02 boys and 402 gids, were watching — but [ liad nobody actwally 1 from
Woith so many pupils’ education i it hads, of me. To have evervbody thene was tremendous.”
Bryvanston i rollig outa new geader equalicy He tells me that everyone i “on good form”™ and
progrranume this vear, wlich will boing conversations prarents are pleased thei chikdren are cerurning
arousd gender stereotypes and gender-based e sehool withour Covid=19 rescrictions.
vinlence to the forefront acros the whele school. “We've allowed parents to go into the boarding
O an vsusoally hot Seprember day — the second bouses for the first e 1 2 long teme and ©thiok
day of the new sclool vear — [ spoke 1o headmaseer they veally appreciate that sesse of norimality.
Moark Morvimer. He has 20 vears’ experience i “lnevatably, there 3 some anxiery, bat [ iink
schoals, three as the head of Bryanston, and much prarents trust as o put pupals at the heart of our
experience working in the indepesdent secwor. decistan-making and act 1 their best intereses.
O our Zoon call, he sits in his office and seems That's what weve done, and will contiome to do.” *
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Matasha SHATTERINC .
Eeles, founder af The autwrmn term narks the beginnang of 2 sew major
Beld veloes mek progrumme at Bryanston chat aims wo set a sew standard
with A2 pupils at ; 2t : i
the end of the last in gender equalivy education and address broader socaetal
academic year o isues in conpection with geander-based violence.
talk about university Mark wad inspined by the Bald Voices social
and gender egualily

eoterprise, which iz led by a former gupe] of lis aca
previous school, Matasha Ecles. The organisation
prowvides schools wath workshops and mlks that
challenge the attitudes, actions and cultwres dha
fued gender inequality and sexual violence.

He was alsoanfluenced by o TV programane that

:\IJLH\'I.":! {|:||:n.' W e E'.\.'I.I.dl.'l slerenl ‘u'r.ll\."u .I.I.'\UI.II1I.I il\.:lllll‘u

i I1I.| L(:IILF'ILI.'\ { ii.rr exRan Ii.'!]l.', an IU\.I1E|.':'\||. EZ"I.IF'i.]!: A3 Yonmg

as six (Mo More Boys and Giels: Can Our Kids
Cro Grennider Froe? BEC) " That got me thinking
that if the stereotypes ane starting to be ingraised
that voung, then i some way by the tme pupals
FEL L0 SCILOE S lacwial, 3e%s vowo Jave,”™ says Mark,
“rh.\.'l.l E\.'l.']'} L Bl ..'h ]ll\' ||.L|J IJ.l'IJ'I."l.'l'lL"q.. ik :l'ﬂl.l\.'ll
another aspect to the discuwssion, Mark says, wicl
m '.E'r:_'!l.lrJI.l]:l!.'l ol il.”'|¥ ATCHLL |\.I. HEI ||.IL'|."'.I:|:|.‘||.'\.I.
vidence becoming especially mmportant.
Matashia and Mark discussed the programene
they wanted to build amsd how they could work
with other members ol e Blandford Schools’
Metwark, which imcludes eight local primary
schaods, The progroamume needed o be Gr-reaclung,
they decaded, empowering sot only pupals amd
stafTat the school, but als parents, neighbouning
&0 h':'".l]} Jl.l':] .n.IJL' I."ll. .|.|. .'ll:ll.l w il.l\.'r COrmun i{'u'.
O eructal element, they agreed, was foe it to be led
by |.1|.|::-i|>. “Far mone ot Tl as rede models fir yownges
!J‘-.'.I.'li.l.'\- than the headimaster or teachers are alder y:.:.l:li.l'\.."

RAYS M.I.I'k. TI:II."!: avrn Lix IIJ.l: 1= I“ F‘I.IE:IiI .I.IIII"-'I}\ZII.I.‘JF\ :_h.']

year group — M in total —who will tke dee lead. =
e 4 £
The first term wall see the sehoal identify and o FhL I - 3
train the ambassadors, define what their role wall - - ST - o v
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be, the topics that will be coversd and why chese
tapics eed ta be covened, as well as thank about
B thiey will work with primary scheols o
bring vounger children into the conversation.

The schiool will also hold a Ba-day-long activisim
L"i'l.'l:ll., 'l'r'l 1 i':'J'l '\'\'J"I] E:lrjlig “Jl:':l:l.l wr LII‘jTL'n.'I“. (MIRERERINRRS i‘ il'!
“'il]!i.ll. []IL' LI.II'".HJI llFJll:ﬂr !-Tl.lll.l. llj\'l.'fhl.' 'ﬂ.:li!: (-] illll.l lh.‘JEL'
'“.'I.l"l ]!il\.'l.' .I:ll.'\.'l.l. il I]Ll. |.|.":I. I.l"ta I\.L_'\.'lll.l.l.'l' :I:Iil.'|.|_|.1:||i|: Y Or \-'ilbll.'lll..L'.

Tei thee seeoand (85411 EIL'}'Ii.I\ wall lr\:'g:in their
':I.l.lf. u 'ﬂl‘lnih JEK:I'L'II. t’f.'ll.l'jl.' r :I:Iil.'l.ll.'lil I |‘.'|' illil.‘l _\S-.h'f.'ll.i.il.'r'l.l‘ih.'l.l
viodece, Gueiltared Ty the ambassadors, PI'LH]I.L{'i.I:LH
srnall I.'II.'\G':jI\.'I.'lh in groups. The thind evin will see the
sehsoo] obd i owa equality fessival, with o hose of
different workshops for pupils to get mvolved o

It can't just be cosmetic or something we do to
tick @ boe” explaing Mack. "It has o be emnbedded
withien the school. We have to give i the toe and the
rescanrees 3t needs o be meanmgiul and effective.

b “’III:“. l]'ai.; |:|1|J:\[1!I|. over I.h:'l. o i.l 'IJL""PI.\_' ]-CI:]J:IJE
uncontiorable, unable wo walk or ﬁ'n.'|i.||5 that they're
E:IL'IJEH Athac k.l.'d.. L ril.i!. L\LT] or |11:|Tgi|]:||i.‘||.'d. (49 ‘I]:l:. a “'L"!HL'
1‘¥ I.”.'i.lli: lIII"I.'L'I:I I.I‘{'['\'\'L'l.'l! lJIL' I."'::f!«' ] :UJLI. F.lrJ¥ at Lll': M'h‘:ll.l].-.

While the progronme isn't all p]f'll:l:l:.l.'d ol el it swill
evnlve and L||.'-.-1C|.<1[.| Al 1:lr\ci:||.|g o the needs tl!‘hludl.‘]:ll.‘\..\,
avd weill be a perenassent featuee at Bryaosston. “This is a
greal oppartunity o us to play a meamngfol part e
loeal community, and o have 1 really imsportant wnpact
o a bocal level, bast absour a mational issue,” says Mark,

BROADENING EDUCATION

This year there are many more pupals to think about ax
Hr\_.'il nslon, as i! |-I.II.'I:LI.H|.|.'|-' |||L'r~L\.'T.'|.I L i.lll I'.H'il] Pr\."!.""."P ulll.l.
prep sehonl KLLiHhu:u Humesas i !’;-\.'pll.'llli:-l.':r. Mark sivs the
addivien ol resamied Bryasson Knightoss Howse means

LEFT The school
they can new offer an education feom 3-18, which he ] wias founded i 1928

Mark on... changes in the secter:
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“1thenk the biggest change 've seen is the vastly improved relationshigs
between state and independent schools, Choe of our biggrest frustrations as
heads, both state and independent, is that doesn’t seem to have got thcough
o rmany MPs or newspaper editers, The nealiy an the grrousd is often
very different to what we read i the pres. [ oan’t remember the last tine

I had significant ideclogical differences with a member of stafl i 2 state
school — we all believe in pupils and we all believe i education —amnd we
are so miaich berter now at working rogether for the good of childeen.™

On working together with heads:

W have to supporteach other and stick wp for cne another, aad ©think
thiar Coved lag improved thar With the number of schools put into a
renarkable crisi-management situation., [ got the impression that beads
became much better, on Zoom or Teams, at talking o one another,
supporting each other and ofering advice. That's a great development
inashort pmeframe. Lets Keep that goang and build oa that.”

On the evolution of boarding houses:

“Dwrent tor boardang school and left in 1985, I soameane got in 2 time machine
it DBES and carne to 1985, [ don’t think they'd see auach difference in

thse boarding hause. The Last doeaivory ©slept in, there were 15 of us, s
curtins, woode Aoors aad big iron beds. Evervthing changed between

1985 amd 2000, when | saeted waching, aod thars o good thang.”
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ABOVE: Mark
suppodts the
returmn to exans
meext Summer

%% 15 an "i:lrr.h::-r Lanl !I:I:I:IJH for a schoal o be able wo do™.
He adids: “Froon a historical point of view, it's lovely
Lo have ik back as it was part of the estate. We're keen
to make sure that we have a pipeline of pupils thar we
offier a broad education to. Like lots of schoaols, we
lenkied at the wlea of schoals abroad, boe we el dae
From a business poast of veew, but more inpartantly
r“:l".l. art L'dl.l‘.':l[ i'::ll'l:ll PLHJEL '::II. \'i.\.'“'. ll 1 i.‘h |.|.|.ﬂ|.|\.' .‘-L']i}d.'."
Bryanston Kaaghton House &5 a mile away from
the mmaain Bryanston site, bae both sehools have hared
FCMOLITLCS |;:I|.' rnany ':".'il =, rﬂirk 1‘5 Em':l.L'd wa ]!:l'l'l.' ltl.\'.
schowol fully an board bat anmsases that dhis weill ot mean

thee enid of n."|al:i||:|as.]ii+1$ with ather prep schonls.

Issue 123

Ay the curriculam is cu rn:u{h sl oAkl A return B
full excamns in 2022 is the bese thing 1 agree witls
that. The real challenge is we've now got three
differeast benschimarks feom 20019, 2020 amd 2021,

W Tan wie cant have, in terms of standacds,

s anything that’s meorne generous than 2021 but
equallby we can't suddenly penalise the curcent
u'lJPl.'r \i.x |.I| I"l.'l.'il“k.' ‘.Ilill. 'l'u'i.l.l Il.l.'\".' Hi k.::ll.l\. k-l."l
effect in werms of them getang o universities,
].ll'l '(L'r:r' HI.JLI |.|.|.|7l|. J.||| 1ol n.';].‘ll |1:I‘-1|.|]|.' r‘:lr lh.ﬂl.
ata mational level, becanse that is mog casy,”

|\'1.i| 1 L WA l:l]:l‘ ir[]!l.'l'l.' aATC I—ul |.I 1L SL I'll.H:lI
closures thern |.|ui.ck. ardverneneng action will
b mweeded. “I8we do have more closures, we
need o eaprd Plin B froan the government.

O of the problems last year was that we
dides have o rapicd Plan B oand information teaded
tor b drip=fied. It weas often contrdictory amd
cthat helped oo one, making the job incredably

Wt surrounded here by good prep schools, and we
IlJ.'\'L" Il.']i” iIMJHIliP'\ “il]l ElTl."IJ Kll'::lul.l J.I.I Os'er !JJL' l'::lulll.]"!a i
this is in ne way designed w weaken
those :'L']:ltii:lll-uhi]:.i," le scaps.

":‘.":i[]I ll.l\.'r\ql.'l'} I."L'l.'l.”:l]l!s nHHe J.lll.l. uare
comamon i e independent edweation secear,

Mark says Covad=19 has
thar were already under way before,

“agcelerated conversations”

“1 think 1t is pessibale thiat 310 years from now,
there will be far fewer standalone prep schools,™ e
predicts. “Until recently, ifa sentor and a prep selicaol
started havaag a conversation, parents might assurme this
wias the last=chance saloon, but actually what 1 think
Il'ﬂ.'.n.' )«L'L'ills i'h IR Gl |':! ane hL]Il.l'.I]h l:llkil:lg :|E:l|.||.||.

W '::IFILII.LH llib'\'[]il.'l’. -1!“] I l]i:II.I.L. lhhl..‘h rt'il“\.' J:IIEPI.!T{JEI.L“

L

Plans fior o GOSE and A-level exams wiall
b gracded in 2022 are smrminent. But how
deses Mark thiok daey slould be handled?

“The government, and HMC's, view 1 that, given the

difficult for schools, We can't lave that agaan”
Mok shuares Dus hopes for the schoal yvear ahead:
-.I n..l”'\ ]Il.lih.' |.I 1l W% Can ]i:l\'l:.ﬂ i:lrl.ﬁ.'ﬁl.']' H'h'::".h] '!.'l.'J.r
Lllil‘ I."ll. HUSES L 1.|1|: PUP”\ :||'|I.I. l]h'.'lr L'du‘.:ll.i'::l”. TI]:llll
desperately whar every school in the country wants.
“Retote ]l.':lrnil:lg was OK and has shown that
schools can .|.|.|:|'|:|l |.||.|.|.|.'k|1_.'. But it’s also shown
that sehools arent about Eealities and buildings,
they're about people and relatioashaps,
“Mothing beats bedng i that
classroom and fce-to-hee.”
Tl first Feww dlays back have reinforoed o
Bark why working in a school is e best jobs in
the world™, as he puts o, “Waorking with young
people, thetr positivity and enthusiasm stogs vou
I.h'_'l. A i 1 |t'; \'."5' 1 H.I. o E:ﬂl{l’_'r.“ ll.\. \'_'.'(}"I.l.i na.
] I\x'lil I k.l.l:lg Hi I'::lll%'_ |.I e -::II.'I'i.-:]I i} l]ll.' IJ.!' (8 LHJIJI.\'.'
Lﬁrllll.r]iiliﬂh Jl.l.‘i ]!L'J.li.llt: [h\.' E:luzf. HEY I Hl‘.
close to the l'_]I.I:I.I.I:LE: |u.|.|.juM tnakes mie anile.
Tha's the beaury el waorking u selioals. Ivs just
worderful to be back and up and running watlout

resteretions; loag nuy that cantioee” 0
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